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Guidelines on Direct Admission to the Doctoral Program
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These guidelines are formulated in accordance with Paragraph 4 of Article 23

of the University Act and the Regulations for Direct Admission to the

Doctoral Progmm established by the Ministry of Education (MOE).
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Final-year undergraduate students and graduate students (including those in
in-service programs) who have completed at least one semester of master’s-
level study are eligible to apply for direct admission to the doctoral program
if they demonstrate outstanding academic performance and meet one of the
following criteria.
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1. Their average GPA ranks within the top 10% of their class in the
department/program and they demonstrate research potential.
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ii.  Under special circumstances, students who are evaluated by the
intended department, institute, or degree program (hereinafter
referred to as “the unit”) as having outstanding academic
performance and research potential.
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(2) Graduate students of master’s programs (including in-service master’s
program)
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Any dispute over interpretations of these regulations shall be resolved in the court of law based on the Chinese version.
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1. Their average GPA ranks within the top one-third (1/3) of their
class and they demonstrate research potential.
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ii.  Under special circumstances, students who are evaluated by the
intended unit as having outstanding academic performance and
research potential.
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The quota for direct admission to the doctoral program of each unit shall not
exceed 40% of the MOE-approved doctoral enrollment quota for that
academic year (with any fraction rounded up). The quota may be reallocated
among units within the same college. However, no unit may fill its entire
approved enrollment quota through direct admission.
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The above quota must be included in the total student enrollment quota of the
University as approved by the MOE for that academic year.
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Applications for direct admission to the doctoral program by final-year
undergraduate students shall be submitted in October each year. Applications

by graduate students of master’s programs (including in-service programs)
shall be submitted during the winter and summer breaks.
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The exact application dates shall be specified in the University academic
calendar.
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Students applying for direct admission to the doctoral program shall, within

the designated application period, submit the following documents to their
intended units:
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(1)  an application form,
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Any dispute over interpretations of these regulations shall be resolved in the court of law based on the Chinese version.
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(2) a complete transcript of the bachelor’s program or the master’s
program (including in-service master’s programs),
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(3) two letters of recommendation from associate professors or above in
their affiliated or relevant unit,
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(4) other materials required by the intended unit.
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The above documents shall be reviewed by the relevant meetings of the
intended unit. The review results, along with the meeting minutes, shall be
forwarded to the Office of Academic Affairs for approval by the University
President. Only after receiving such approval may students pursue the
doctoral degree through direct admission.
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Students approved for direct admission to the doctoral program shall be
considered first-year doctoral students at the University from the approved
academic year. Their studies after enrollment shall be conducted in
accordance with the relevant regulations of their units.
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Approved graduates-to-be for direct admission must obtain their bachelor’s
degree in the graduation year and enroll in the doctoral program in the
following academic year; deferral of admission is not allowed.
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Students who graduate one semester early due to outstanding academic
performance may enroll in the doctoral program in the semester immediately
following their graduation.
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Students admitted directly to the doctoral program who suspend their studies
for justifiable reasons or fail to pass the doctoral qualification examination
may transfer (or return) to the master’s program (including in-service master’s
programs) with approval from the relevant unit’s council meeting and the
University President.
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Any dispute over interpretations of these regulations shall be resolved in the court of law based on the Chinese version.
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Once transferred (or returned) to the master’s program, students are not
eligible to reapply for direct admission to the doctoral program.
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Students who transfer back and complete all required master’s courses, submit
their thesis, and pass the master’s degree examination shall be awarded a
master’s degree. Time spent in the doctoral program shall not count toward
the maximum duration allowed for the master’s program (including in-service
programs).
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Students directly admitted to the doctoral program who pass the doctoral
qualification exam but fail the doctoral degree examination may be awarded
a master’s degree from their affiliated unit if their doctoral dissertation is
deemed to meet master’s degree standards by the doctoral degree examination
committee.
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Graduate students of master’s programs (including in-service programs)
applying for direct admission to the doctoral program shall not take the
master’s degree examination. If such students pass the master’s degree
examination and are approved for direct admission, their direct admission
eligibility will be revoked.
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These guidelines are approved by the Academic Affairs Council and by the
University President before implementation. Any amendments to these
guidelines shall follow the same procedure.
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Any dispute over interpretations of these regulations shall be resolved in the court of law based on the Chinese version.



