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Guidelines for Doctoral Degree Conferral
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The Guidelines for Doctoral Degree Conferral of the Department
of Marine Environment and Engineering, National Sun Yat-sen
University(hereinafter referred to as "the Guidelines") are
established in accordance with the Guidelines on Implementation
of Doctoral and Master’s Degree Examination of National Sun

Yat-sen University.
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Matters During the Study Period:
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Graduation timeline: two to seven years (excluding the time
of enrollment deferral and suspension of studies).
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Credit system and course requirements:

( )%?4 ,} 3 L= z '}ﬁpﬁtpﬁcﬁizﬁi’\g/ﬂ\ s ,q‘g-%‘__
#hnc w @A ERHELE T A
EEN LT HEA cHLIE TR HE LS
vv—ﬁx/‘b,l Lg-hi—pbk},—p ﬁb Fj\ lﬁ—f_%‘flf_
FARE ) 2R Ro
Students must complete at least 18 credits of
coursework, with a minimum of 24 credits required for
graduation. Direct-entry doctoral students must
complete a minimum of 35 credits. Master’s students
transferring directly to the doctoral program must meet
the above requirements and fulfill the course
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requirements specified in the "Master’s Degree
Conferment Regulations of the Department."
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Doctoral students must complete the doctoral qualification
exam within three years of admission and fulfill the
required coursework credits within four years of admission;
failure to meet either requirement will result in dismissal.
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Assignment of research advisor:
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If a graduate student needs to change their research advisor for
any reason, they must obtain written consent from both the
original advisor and the new advisor. The change request
should be submitted to the Department office no later than one
semester before the degree examination.
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If an external faculty member is needed as a co-advisor, the
primary advisor’s consent must be obtained, and the
application should be submitted to the Department office no
later than one semester before the Degree examination.
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The doctoral qualification exam:
Definition of semester: The first semester runs from August 1st to
January 31st of the following year, and the second semester runs
from February 1st to July 31st each year.
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Qualification Examination:
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The examination method is determined by the Review
Committee and includes both a written and an oral
component. The written exam focuses on fundamental
subject knowledge, while the oral exam reviews the
doctoral dissertation proposal and research progress. The
oral examination must be conducted publicly.
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Application Deadlines for the Qualification Examination:
For the first semester, applications open upon completion
of registration and close on October 15th; for the second
semester, applications open upon completion of
registration and close on March 15th. The Department
office will provide feedback regarding examination
arrangements within three weeks of the application
submission. The qualification examination must be
conducted before the semester end date specified in the
University calendar for the semester in which the student
applied.

JFRTHFFALA 2 e

Composition of the Qualification Examination Review
Committee:
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The review committee shall consist of five to seven
members invited by the advisor, all of whom must hold
the rank of assistant professor or higher (or possess
equivalent qualifications). The advisor may not serve as
the committee chair during the qualification examination.
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Before the qualification examination, the Qualification
Examination Committee must hold at least one
committee meeting, convening additional meetings as
needed.

(I)iéﬁi"){iﬁi’ﬁﬁi”; Lo (z)mr iFE S

AP 2 EEEY TR BER gt o

The written examination must cover at least three
subjects, with a passing score of 70 or above for each
subject. The Qualification Examination Committee
determines the examination subjects and passing
standards.
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Students who fail the qualification examination twice
shall be dismissed.
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Doctoral Dissertation Publication:
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Before obtaining the degree, graduate students must publish
at least two academic papers, with one paper published in an
SCI or SSCI journal as the first author. Papers accepted by
journals are considered as published.
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Foreign Language Proficiency:
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Graduate students are required to take a language
proficiency test and achieve one of the following minimum
scores: TOEFL iBT 71, TOEIC 750, GEPT High-
Intermediate Level (First Stage), IELTS 5.5, BESTEP
(Listening and Reading 200 or Speaking and Writing 560),
or an equivalent score on other recognized international
English tests. If the student does not meet these scores (test
results must be provided), they may instead complete a
total of 4 credits in upper-intermediate undergraduate
English courses or related graduate-level English courses,
with a minimum grade of B- (70). These credits do not
count toward graduation requirements. Exemptions apply
to students holding degrees from English-speaking
countries recognized by Taiwan’s Ministry of Education or
for international students whose nationality is from an
English-speaking country or where English is an official
language.
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Before graduation, students must attend at least one
international academic conference where they present orally
in English. They must provide both an acceptance letter
from the organizing institution and evidence verifying their
participation in the oral presentation.
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Before applying for the doctoral degree oral examination,
students must complete and provide documentation
meeting the foreign language proficiency requirements
outlined above.
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International Exchange

Before graduation, domestic students must participate in an
international exchange program abroad. They must complete
one of the following options to be eligible for the degree

examination.
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Apply for exchange/research abroad (more than 3

months).

(Z)RF F 8RRl F2 (FH/BY ORI &

AARREFHE BT L)

Students who have completed the degree program
planned by the Department (semester/summer) study
abroad courses or plans (more than 3 months).
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Obtain a dual degree from an overseas university in
partnership with the University.
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For in-service students or those with other factors (e.g.,
pregnancy, childcare, or lack of financial support for
exchange abroad programs) that cannot be long-term
overseas exchange, relevant documentation should be
submitted for review and approval by the Department
Council meeting. Upon approval, students may substitute
this requirement by attending and presenting a paper at
least one international conference or forum abroad.
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If international exchange is not possible due to a global
pandemic, students may substitute it with participation in an
online international conference. Specific details are subject to
approval by the Graduate Affairs Committee of the
Department.
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Doctoral Degree Examination:
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After passing the doctoral qualification assessment and
meeting the dissertation publication requirements,
graduate students may participate in the doctoral degree
examination upon recommendation from their advisor.
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Doctoral degree examination committee members shall
be nominated by the advisor in accordance with the
Guidelines on the Enforcement of Graduate Degree
Examination. The nominations must be approved by the
Department Chair and submitted to the University
President for final appointment.

-

BE AT 2 s TRl MR

The dissertation must undergo originality checking
through a designated system, and the comparison
principles and results must comply with the relevant
provisions in the Guidelines on the Enforcement of
Graduate Degree Examination.
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If a student fails the degree examination but has not yet
reached the end of their study period, they may retake
the examination in the following semester or academic
year, limited to one retake. If the student fails the retake,
they shall be dismissed in accordance with the
University guidelines.

PR PR WRAEEZY o
Graduation: Those who meet all of the above requirements may
apply for graduation.
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Students admitted in Academic Year 2023-2024 (inclusive) or
earlier may apply the provisions of Article 3, Items 3 and 4 of



the Guidelines.
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The Guidelines are approved by the Department Council, the
College Council, and then the President before implementation.
Amendments to the guidelines shall follow the same procedure.



