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Regulations on PhD Candidacy and Degree Examinations for the Synchrotron Radiation and

Neutron Bram Application Group of the International PhD Program for Science of National

Sun Yat-sen University
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(Applicable to students enrolled from the 2014 academic year)
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Established at the Advanced Synchrotron Radiation Team Meeting on August 12, 2011
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Amended and approved at the Program Preparatory Committee Meeting on November 22, 2011
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Approved at the 1st College Affairs Meeting of the 2011 academic year on December 8, 2011
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Amended and approved at the 2nd Program Preparatory Committee Meeting of

the 2011 academic year on January 12, 2012
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Amended and approved at the 2nd College Affairs Meeting of the 2011 academlc year
on March 1, 2012
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Amended and approved at the 2nd Program Committee Meeting of the 2014 academic year
on October 24, 2014
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Amended and approved at the 1st College Affairs Meeting of the 2014 academic year
on December 26, 2014
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1. The Regulations on PhD Candidacy and Degree Examinations for the Synchrotron Radiation and
Neutron Bram Application Group of the International PhD Program for Science (hereinafter
referred to as “the Regulations™) are formulated in accordance with the Degree Conferral Act and
its enforcement rules of the Ministry of Education and the Academic Regulations and
Implementation Bylaws for Ph.D. and Master Degree Examination of National Sun Yat-sen
University (hereinafter referred to as “NSYSU”).
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2. Associated provisions are enforced by the Committee of the Synchrotron Radiation and Neutron
Bram Application Group of the International PhD Program for Science (hereinafter referred to as
“the Program Committee”) under NSY SU.
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. Relevant matters during studies:
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(1) Duration: Two to seven years in compliance with the requirement of the Ministry of Education
(excluding deferred enroliment and voluntary suspension periods).
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(2) Credit and course requwements:
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1. A minimum of 21 credits is required for PhD students. At least 9 credits must be earned
from courses related to neutron or synchrotron radiation. A bachelor’s or Master’s degree
holder with direct admission to the International PhD Program for Science (hereinafter
referred to as “the Program”) shall complete at least 33 credits. A maximum of 16 credits
from the Program can be transferred or waived for these degree holders.
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2. Credits earned from seminars cannot be added to the required credits for graduation.
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3. Students shall select courses according to the curriculum structure of the Program. All

completed courses must be listed on the List of Completed Courses by the end of the first
semester. Credits from the list will be added to the required credits for graduation upon
approval by advisors and the Program Committee. If the number of credits listed is less than
the minimum number of credits specified in the Regulations, the student may freely select
any other course related to his or her research field to fulfill the graduation requirement.
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4. Credits from external courses can be added to the required credits for graduation according

to the Credit Transfer Guidelines of NSYSU.
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(3) Advisor assignment:
1. Students are required to select their dissertation advisors by the end of the first semester.
2. Students must obtain consent from the Program Committee to change their advisors.

o BLEEREEATRYE
4. PhD Candidacy Examination:
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(1) Candidacy Examination: Courses to be evaluated: One core course and any other two courses
designated by the advisor. Courses shall be listed on the List of Candidacy Examination by the
end of the first semester and tested upon approval by the Program Committee.
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1. A student who receives a grade of A- or higher for each course to be evaluated may apply
for the candidacy examination. If a grade of A- is not achieved for the specified core course,
the student can apply for retaking the written examination. Qualified students can directly
apply for the PhD candidacy examination.
2ﬁJ%%»§@4ﬁm%i@%¢ﬁiﬁfﬁ%ﬁ%a’%i@ﬁ’ﬁiﬁﬁzﬁ
g FEInis B4 3K o
2. Students must pass all PhD candidacy examinations within two years of admission. Any
students who fail to fulfill the requirement will be expelled upon confirmation from the
Program Committee.
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3. Students who pass the candidacy examination are given the title of “PhD Candidate of the
Synchrotron Radiation and Neutron Bram Application Group of the International PhD
Program for Science of National Sun Yat-sen University”.
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(2) Dissertation publication rules:
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1. A student is required to deliver a public internal or external speech on a topic related to the
dissertation within one year before taking the degree examination.
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2. A student is required to publish papers with the name of NSYSU (listed first). One of the
papers shall be published in a SCI-indexed journal ranking among top 50% of journals by
impact factor in the current year; the student shall be the first author in addition to the
advisor and co-advisor.
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(3) PhD Degree Examination:
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1. Students must meet the minimum requirement regarding English proficiency before taking
the PhD degree examination: TOEFL score of 550, CBT TOEFL score of 213, passing the
First Stage of High-Intermediate Level of General English Proficiency Test (GEPT), iBT
TOEFL score of 79, TOEIC score of 750, or receiving four credits from courses in the
course cluster of NSYSU: “Basic Education: Foreign Language Skills.”
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2. After passing the PhD candidacy examination and meeting the publication requirements, a
student is allowed to take the PhD degree examination with the advisor’s recommendation
and the review approval from the Program Committee.
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3. The members of the PhD Degree Examination Committee shall be nominated by the
advisor according to the Implementation Bylaws for Ph.D. and Master Degree Examination
of NSYSU. One-third or more of the members must be external parties who shall be
appointed by the President after being reviewed and approved by the Program Committee.
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4. Students failing the PhD degree examination and extending their study period according to

relevant rules may not retake the examination in the same semester. Only one retake of the
PhD degree examination is allowed. Any student who fails the degree examination for a
second time shall be expelled according to the Academic Regulations of NSYSU.
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Graduation: Students who meet all requirements stipulated above may apply for graduation.
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6. The Regulations become effective after being approved at the Program Committee Meeting and
College of Science Meeting and ratified by the President. Amendments to the Regulations shall

follow the same procedure.



