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Regulations on Candidacy and Degree Examination for Ph. D Students in International Ph.D.

Program for Science, National Sun Yat-sen University
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The Regulations on Candidacy and Degree Examination for Ph. D. Students in International Ph.

D. Program for Science (IPPS), National Sun Yat-sen University (NSYSU) (hereinafter the

Regulations) is formulated in accordance with the “Degree Conferral Law” and its enforcement

rules of the Ministry of Education and the “Academic Regulations”, the “Enforcement Rules for

Ph.D. and Master Degree Examination” of NSYSU (hereinafter the University).
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Associated regulations shall be executed by the International Ph.D. Program for Science
Committee (hereinafter the Committee).
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Related matters during the study period:
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Program duration: two to seven years in accordance with the requirement of Ministry of
Education (excluding deferred enrollment and voluntary suspension period).
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Academic credits and course requirements:
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Minimum of twenty-one credits is required for graduation for Ph. D. students. Among the
twenty-one credits, six credits should be compulsory courses, at least nine credits from core
courses, and six credits from elective courses. Credits from Seminar courses are not counted
toward graduation requirement. The Bachelor’s degree or a Master’s degree holders with
direct admission to Ph.D. program shall complete at least thirty-three credits. Among these
thirty-three credits, maximum of sixteen credits from IPPS can be transferred and counted.
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Doctoral students shall select courses in accordance with the curriculum structure of the
Program. He or she must list all courses on IPPS form of List of required course before the
end of his or her first semester. Then the very list should be approved by their advisors as
well as the Program chairman. Should the course credits listed from the form fall below the
minimum requirement for graduation, the student may freely select any other course that is
related to his/her research field to fulfill the graduation requirement.
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Credits from courses offered outside NSYSU can be transferred and counted against
graduation credits provided if they are in accordance with the Credit Transfer Guidelines of
the University.
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Selection of advisors:
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Doctoral students are required to select their dissertation advisors before the end of the first

semester.
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When a doctoral student needs to change his/her dissertation advisor, he/she must obtain

signed consent forms from the original and the new advisors, or gain approvals from the

Central Committee and the Program chairman before changing.
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Qualification requirements for Ph. D. examination:
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Qualification examination for Ph. D. candidacy:
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Required courses for Ph. D. candidacy include one core course and any other two courses

designated by the advisor(s). A Ph. D. candidate must fulfill the course requirements and

verified by the Program chairmen within two years after his/her admission. Those who failed

to fulfill the course requirements shall be expelled from the University after confirmation

from the Committee.
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Required courses with all grade of A- (inclusive) or higher enable one to apply for Ph. D.

candidacy. If the one core course fails to reach the A- grade level, students may apply to

retake the written examination of a core course. Upon passing it one may apply for Ph. D.

candidacy.
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Students who fulfills the requirements for Ph. D. candidacy are referred as “Ph.D. candidates
of International Ph.D. Program for Science, National Sun Yat-sen University”.
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Regulations pertaining to the publication within the Program:
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Student shall hold a public seminar on a topic related to his/her dissertation inside or outside
the University within one year before taking the doctoral degree examination.
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Before one’s doctoral degree examination, the student should publish paper(s) with the
University as the first affiliation. At least one should be a SCI paper with student being the
first author excluding advisor and co-advisors.
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Doctoral degree examination:
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Students must meet the Degree Program’s language minimum requirement regarding
English proficiency before taking their doctoral degree examination: TOEFL score of 527
or CBT TOEFL score of 173, or passing the First Stage General English Proficiency Test
(GEPT), High-Intermediate level, or iBT TOEFL score of 71, or TOEIC score of 700, or
complete four course credits in “Basic Education: Foreign Language Skills” course cluster
in the University. International students from English-speaking countries or countries where
English is the official language may apply for an English proficiency test waiver to be
approved by the Central Committee of this Program.

2. L BELGEAFTRIPE P EheFAMRTLE > K ¥
KRG > SERBRLAE€FLUE TS BLEELAFETRE-
After fulfilling the course requirement for Ph. D. candidacy and meeting the regulations for
publication, student must be recommended by his/her advisor and approved by the

Committee before taking the doctoral degree examination.
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The members of the Degree Examination for Doctoral Candidates Committee (hereinafter
the Examination Committee) shall be nominated by the advisor in accordance with the
“Enforcement Rules for Ph.D. and Master Degree Examination” of the University. Members
invited from other universities shall make up at least one-third (inclusive) of the
Examination Committee. With the approval from Committee, the list of committee members
are submitted to the University President for final approval and appointment.
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Students who failed the doctoral degree examination yet extend his/her limit of their study
period according to related regulations may not retake the examination in the same semester.
Only one retake of the doctoral degree examination is allowed. Those who failed to pass the
second degree-examination shall be expelled from the University per the “Academic
Regulations” of the University.
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Enrolled students in the Program shall follow the “Guidelines for Ethics Education in

—

Academic Research of the University” and complete the ethics course requirement before
the end of their first school year. Those who failed to meet such ethics course requirement
may not apply for the doctoral degree examination.
TR pE 2 AT BRNEEL Y o
Graduation: Those who meeting all the above requirements may submit application for
graduation.
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This regulation was approved at the Committee Meeting and the College of Science Faculty
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Meeting, sanctioned by the University President prior to the implementation. All amendments

and revisions shall follow the same process.



